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Dorothy Day Visits Des Moines 
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Communism 


by Nick Lamberto, Des Moines 
Register, November 11, 1952 

Despite apparent opposition to 
Russian communism, citizens of this 
country are “becoming creatures of 
the state,” Dorothy Day, editor of the 
Catholic Worker, said here Monday 
night. 

“We have conscription,” Miss Day 
said, “though many people came to 
this country to escape conscription. 
The state has taken over more and 
more. We should not centralize 
power in the hands of the state. | 
am not a rugged individualist or a 
Republican, but | believe that 
through unions and co-operatives 
we could do without centralization 
of power and industry in hands of 
the state.” 

Miss Day, a 55-year-oid New 
Yorker, is in Des Moines to address 
the Catholic Women’s League at 8 
p.m. today at Hoyt Sherman place. 
She was dinner guest Monday night 
at the Carleton Beh home, 5323 
Waterbury Road. 

Miss Day, with Peter Maurin, 
founded the Catholic Worker 
movement 20 years ago. This 
movement is based on communal 
living and operates 20 farms and 
houses of hospitality. 

Miss Day goes by her professional 
name, although she is married and 
has five grandchildren. A tall, gray- 
haired women, she winced when her 
former membership in the 
communist party was mentioned. 
“There is only one ex-Communist 
that | respect,” she said, “He is 
Douglas Hyde ‘of England. He left 
Communism, but didn’t embrace 
capitalism when he left, or turn 
informer. | was a Communist for 10 
years until | joined the Catholic 
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Church in 1927. When | became a 
Catholic,| quit Communism since the 
two are incompatible.” 

Miss Day admitted that some of 
those testifying in congressional 
investigations into Communism were 
friends of hers. “ | prefer not to talk 
about my former Communist friends,” 
she said. “The whole spectacle of 
their testifying is rather sad. There is 
too much fear of Communism today.” 

Asked if the saying that “once a 
Communist, always a Communist” 
were true. Miss Day said, “That's just 
fear propaganda.” 

“We do use some communal ideas 
in the Catholic Worker farms and 
houses of hospitality. We feed 600 
persons a day in New York City. 
Everyone lives in common at these 
farms and houses of ours, so | guess 
you might say about me “once a 
Communist, always a Communist,” 
Miss Day added _ jokingly. 

Dorothy Day Recommends Prayer 
In Interview With SJA Journalists, 
The Spectator, November, 1952 

“Prayer is the most important thing 
in our lives since it is our only contact 
with God that can never be taken 
away from us, even though our 
churches are suppressed and ours 
schools are closed.” Dorothy Day, 
social worker and editor of the 

Catholic Worker, so designated 
prayer as the bulwark of all lives in 
an interview granted to Spectator 
reporters Amy Millen and Pat 
Fitzgerald at the Millen home last 
Sunday. 

Miss Day commented on the 15 
houses of hospitality and five farms 
in the United States and in England 
which her group of Catholic Workers 
maintain, helping to feed, clothe and 
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shelter the poor who have no other place 
to go. Although there is a need 
everywhere, Miss Day said that there are 
no houses of hospitality in lowa. 

Of her life of voluntary poverty, Miss Day 
spoke in a matter-of-fact manner. (She 
lives with the poor, eats with the poor and 
wears the same things that are provided 
for them.) She was attired in a simple 
flowered blue crepe dress, black shoes 
and a black velvet hat. Pinned on her 
dress was a silver cross set with turquoise. 

In speaking of the breakdown of moral 
standards among youth, the social worker 
commented that more leisure time and 
evening activities have contributed to the 
problem. In the slum areas, crowded 
conditions and poverty exposed children 
to vice at an early age. She added, 
however, that evil is no different among 
the poor than in society. “Drunkeness may 
be more brutish in the slums, but it is the 
same as the refined drinking in the Park 
Avenue penthouses,” she remarked. 

The greatest social problems in the 
United States, Miss Day thinks, are the 
war, racial injustice, and the poverty due 
to these two things. Many of the Catholic 
Workers associated with her houses of 
hospitality are pacifists; that is, they are 
against war. Dorothy Day and her 
followers believe, “that everyone should 
take care of their brother or sister and this 
can not be done if we are killing each other 
in war. We should not fight Communists, 
but we should convert them. This issue is 
the cause of most of the opposition to the 
Catholic Workers, much of which comes 
from Catholics. 

Miss Day, who addressed the student 
assembly yesterday at 2 PM, was brought 
to the city by the Catholic Women’s 
League. Besides the lectures to the 
League and to the SJA students, she 
spoke to the Drake Newman Club and 
consented to a TV interview over station 
WOI-TV. 
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Is That Someone’s Home? 


by Renate Shotwell 


This was a question | asked 
Richard Flamer on several! 
occasions during the most 
recent Chiapas Project 
delegation in February, 2003. 
Richard invariably responded 
“yes” to my question. My 
North American eyes, adapted 
to the Des Moines landscape, 
were still getting accustomed 
to the things | was seeing in 
Mexico. My small modest 
home in Des Moines is large 
and extravagant compared to 
the structures | asked Richard 
about in Chiapas, Mexico. 

The lack of material things 
was obvious in Chiapas. In 
the U.S., even most poor or 
low-income persons can go to 
a thrift store to buy a needed 
item. In Mexico, people have 
very few material things and 
live at a very basic level. The 
poverty of the third world is at 
a much lower standard 
compared to most poverty in 
a first-world nation such as the 
United States. 

Growing up in one of the 
many suburbs of the U.S., itis 
easy to be unaware of the 
many hardships that others in 
the world experience. Access 
to good health care, food and 
drinkable water. indoor 
plumbing, easy access to 
public education and 
employment opportunities are 
but a few of the more obvious 
ways that my life has differed 
from that of the descendants 
of the Mayan Indians in 
Chiapas. 

The delegation visited the 
SYJAC Mayan Indian Cultural 
Center and a number of 
amazing groups supported by 
SYJAC. We visited two 
schools that provide valuable 
skills and education to the 
indigenous people, two 
communities that have been 
established within the last 
several years that offer safety 
and an opportunity to own a 
small piece of land, as well as 
a marvelous hospital. Claire 
Quiner and Richard Flamer 
are both doing wonderful 
things in Mexico. 

| am very grateful for my 
experience and _ highly 
recommend going on one of 
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the delegations to Chiapas, 
Mexico. The next delegation 
to Chiapas will be from June 
14 to June 23, 2003. If you 
would like to go, contact Mary 
Quiper at 515-334-9831 or 
maguiner@mchsi.com for 
more information. 

For those of you living in the 
Des Moines area, Richard 
Flamer will be in town the end 
of May. He will be speaking 
on May 20", at 7pm, at the St. 
Catherine of Siena Drake 
Catholic Student Center. It is 
located at 1150 28" Street in 
Des Moines. Please ioin us! 
This will be a great opportunity 
for Richard to fill us in about 
the work of SYJAC and the 
Chiapas Project in Mexico. 

If you have a group that 
Richard can speak to, please 
contact Renate Shotwell at 
277-0218. The Chiapas 
Project is very low on funds. 
Without Richard’s full-time 
presence in lowa, we have 
fallen behind on our financial 
commitment to support the 
great work of SYJAC. The 
Chiapas Project really needs 
regular donors. If you can 
pledge on-going financial 
commitment, it would really 
help! Your assistance to this 
work is essential in keeping it 
going. Thank-you! 


A Memorable Experience 


by Fd Bloomer 


On our fifth day in 
Chiapas, Mexico, we got up 
at 4:30 AM for breakfast and 
left by van for Alta Mirano 
in the highlands of Chiapas. 
This is a hospital run by the 
Sisters of St. Vincent de 
Paul and mostly native 
Mayan Indians come for 
treatment. In this hospital, 
the native people are 
treated with dignity and 
love. Because they are very 
poor, they are welcome. 
Treatment along with 
medications are given even 
when they have no money 
to pay. 

Sor Maite, the nun in 
charge, welcomed us and 
gave us a tour of the 
hospital. She says there is 
much need, and that they 
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are very much indebted to the 
doctors employed there and 
those who volunteer. We were 
shown the hospitality house for 
families who stay near by while 
a loved one is being treated in 
the hospital. They travel for 
long distances to get here and 
must stay until the patient can 
go home. The area is a large 
dormitory where families can 
spend time and prepare meals, 
shower and sleep. 

The native people speak 
Tzeltal and maybe some 
Spanish and feel more 
comfortable here than at the 
state-run hospital. Also we 
were able to visit the new 
hospital being constructed 
three blocks down the road. It 
is a solid structure with modern 
design. It will be a Godsend 
for the area. 
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The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel call to compassionate action as summarized 
by the Sermon on the Mount. In the spirit of the Catholic Worker 
tradition, we are committed to a simple, nonviolent lifestyle as we live 
| and work among the poor. We directly serve others by opening our 

| home for those in need of food, clothing, bedding, a shower, or a cup 
of coffee ind conversation. We also engage in activities that foster 


Biches Dingman House 
1310 - 7th Street 

515- 243-0765 
Community members: 
Fr. Frank Cordaro 

Elton Davis 

Jerry Dermody 

Claire Quiner 

Norman Searah 


Megr. Ligutti House 
1301 - 8th Street 
515- 282-0583 
Community members: 
Mike & Fran Fuller 


Garden Coordinators: 
515- 279-6368 

Sheila Rouse 

Fran Fuller, Assistant 


Lazarus House 

1317 - 8th Street 
515-246-1499 
Community members: 
Ed Bloomer 

The Dawson family: Carla 
Julius, Joshua & Jordan 
Jackie Robinson 

Irving Schroeder 

Ted Walker 


Chiapas House 
713 Indiana Avenue 
515- 282-478] 


The Chiapas Project 
Chiapas , Mexico 

Richard Flamer 
flamerrichard@hotmail.com 
Claire Quiner 

claireann1 1@hotmail.com 
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a documentary. He is having 
as much difficulty in film as | 
am having now with words. 
Can it be portrayed artistically 
this amazing experience or 
must it only be lived? This is 
a question that will challenge 
me the rest of my life. But 
allow me to go about 
answering this question 
indirectly by giving news in the 
form of thank you’s. 

Thank you, Fran and Mike 
Fuller, Mark Lindahl and all 
who have struggled with me 
blindly, save brief moments of 
illumination, through the 
weekly reading of 
Dostoevsky’s Brothers 
Karamazov. lt has been both 
a challenge and above all an 
immense joy to lead a 
discussion on this fantastic 
novel. 

Thank you, Frank, for being 
so steadfast, passionate and 
open with your beliefs. You 
are a model of courage like | 
have never known. 

Thank you, Norman, for 
always opening my eyes to 
your wonderful perspective on 
the goings-on near and far, 
lessons learned during your 
daily reflections and how they 
ring true to problems half way 
across the world. | will 
undoubtedly be a faithful 


plot in our community garden 
where I’m growing marigolds, 
tomatoes and peppers. 


Quite a few people have 
plots in the community garden. 
Everyone is doing a good job 
at planting stuff, and it is 
beautiful. Ed Fallon and 
1,000 Friends of lowa have 
installed a bird house in the 
garden and | would like to add 
a bird bath as well. 


follower of your 
“Whereabouts” as | know 
many are! 


Thank you, Eddie B., for 
living daily and embodying the 
strengths, struggles, and 
passion of the humble life. | 
will dearly miss our 
conversations on life and art, 
our walk and, of course, 
“shooting ducks” with you. 

To our witness in Chiapas: 
Richard, congratulations on 
your marriage to Araceli. 
Claire, you continue to amaze 
us all. You are experiencing 
some priceless and 
unforgettable days living in a 
native community outside the 
main city of San Cristobal. 
Thank you so much for 
sharing your reflections with 
us. We also can’t wait for your 
return home. 

Josh and Jordan — Thank 
you for letting me sleep 
peacefully on most mornings. 
Julius, thanks for sometimes 
maintaining that brotherly 
peace! You are a light and joy 
in your mom’s life. Josh, you 
will make your mom proud at 
Scattergood, develop and 
explore your art seriously, 
passionately, and you will 
discover amazing things about 
yourself and the world. 
Jordan, keep tearing up those 


A few nights ago, | was a 
victim of a hit and run. Of all 
the places to get hit—it was 
atthe gas pumps! My car was 
hit but | was not hurt. | felt bad 
that they didn’t stay around to 
see if | was okay. Luckily 
someone got their license 
plate number. | am praying for 
the person who did this and 
hope some good will come out 
of it. 

| am still working on my 
diabetes. | have been working 
with other diabetics that I’ve 
made friends with. We talk 
about our problems with 
diabetes and share 
information that might help 
each other. We give each 
other projects to work on. For 
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books. Expect to write some 
“book reports” for me when | 
am swamped at graduate 
school! 

To all extended community 
goes my most admirable 
thanks. Without you, the 
house couldn’t run and our 
community would not be as 
joyful. Weekly/monthly hugs 
and laughs with all of you have 
kept me smiling through even 
my lowest moments. | owe my 
faith to you. One of my 
favorite parts of Brothers 
Karamazov is when Alyosha 
realizes that Jesus’ first 
miracle was one of joy — the 
wedding at Cana of Galilee. 
“Not grief, but men’s joy Christ 
visited when he worked his 
first miracle, he helped men’s 
joy...” Each of your dedication 
to our community and work is 
just such a miracle to me. 

Jerry, | will never forget your 
words of wisdom and sayings. 
| am sure to be using a few all 
the time especially, “They 
don’t pay me enough to think.” 
Irving, | discovered your 
secret to staying sane while 
living in a crazy community -- 
being up at 4 in the morning, 
the only time the house is 
silent except for G (the cat) 
hunting down the mice. | have 
found that to be the best time 
to recollect myself and 
prepare for a new day. 

Finally, to Jackie and Carla: 
| do not know where to begin. 
You have accepted me not 
only into the community, not 
only into your home, but also 
into your family. This has 
been the greatest experience 
in my tife. | love you both so 
very much. You have given 
me such strength, such 
respect for myself, that | am 
truly a new man because of 
your care. | will take your love 
wherever | go. But know this, 
know this as surely as you 
know my love for you: that | 
need you both to be in my life, 
| need you both to be with me 
even though | may be far 
away. | am truly scared for just 
as | am moving in order to 
reunite a family, | will be 
stretching another, the one we 
formed here. Life is so 


me, | need to cut down on 
drinking pop. Another person 
is cutting down on fried 
chicken because it’s so 
greasy. And someone else is 
cutting back on the TV and 
doing a bit more exercise. 
When we meet, we do things 
like weigh-in on a scale, check 
our blood sugars, and wash 
each other’s feet. We doa 
little walking and a lot of 
talking. We are always 
looking for other diabetics that 
would like to join in with as, as 
we see this as a good way to 
be supportive of one another. 

\f | am not with my friends, 
than | am out at one of two 
places watching the buffalo. 
Jester Park or the Neal Smith 
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strange, wonderful, sad and 
joyful in this mysterious way. 

With other experiences in 
my life, | have realized that, 
paradoxically, | cannot 
understand the full impact of 
the lessons | have learned 
until | have moved on. It is 
only by seeing myself in 
another environment that | 
discover how much | have 
changed. Yet it is always an 
incredibly tough decision to 
make a move as such. More 
so, | am convinced that such 
a decision is impossible to 
weigh and choose according 
to positive and negatives. 
Milan Kundera accurately 
explored this idea in his novel, 
The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being: “There is no means of 
testing which decision is 
better, because there is no 
basis for comparison. We live 
everything as it comes, 
without warning, like an actor 
going on cold.” 

1 am not leaving this 
community knowing all there 


is to learn from these 
incredible people. | am 
leaving like a fool, but 


hopefully, a better fool than 
when | first arrived. And, in 
fact, despite the popular 
belief, | am not “leaving” the 
community, but merely 
extending it to New York. 
There is a man who is moving 
into the community tonight as 
| write this article. His name 
is Elton Davis, and he will be 
a new and much needed 
energy (to use a term some 
traveling friends of ours ence 
used). Anyhow, he has 
already coined the most 
accurate slogan for this DM 
Catholic Worker community: 
“Ruined for Life!” Yes, ruined. 
Yet ruined, | believe, in this 
Gospel sense: “Verily, verily, 
| say unto you, except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it abideth alone: but 
if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit.” John 12:24 

Forgive me once again for 
this jumbled community news 
article. It was written in the 
midst of some laughter and 
some tears. Please look 
forward (with me!) to the next 
issue and finding Carla once 
again behind the typewriter. 


Wildlife Refuge are some of 
my favorite hang outs. | really 
love to watch the buffalo and 
also watch the prairie change 
with the seasons. There is a 
Learning Center at the Wildlife 
Refuge, and | believe that if 
Bishop Dingman were still 
alive, he would find time to be 
there. 

| also take time to clean out 
my room at the Worker. There 
are always a lot of things to 
do like cleaning and sorting 
donations. | am never alone 
in my travels, work and 
learning, or even when | play. 
God is with me and He is with 
all of you. | thank you as 
always for your time. 
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Fr. Frank Cordaro, Carla Dawson, Ched Myers 


The DM Catholic Worker was honored to have Ched Myers as a guest in April. He 
was the keynote spéaker at the annual Bishop Dingman Peace Award Dinner. Ched 
is an ecumenical activist who travels widely in an evangelistic ministry of teaching, 
writing and organizing in order to help build the movement of faith-based work and 
witness for peace, justice and radical discipleship. 


Carla & Fr. Frank at the after-award-ceremony party 


Elton Davis is the newest 
member of the DM Catholic 
Worker community. Stop by 

and welcome him. 


Holy Work 
Towards a Benedictine Theology of Manual Labor 
Dom Rembert Sorg 0.S.B. 
Preface by Brian Terrell 


First published in 1951, this is a revised edition 
of a text devoted to expounding an ideal which has 
been neglected at great cost to contemporary 
society: that prayer and work be intimately joined. 


In his preface, Brian Terrell of the Catholic Worker 
in Maloy, IA, says: “The economic factor has been 
at the point of cleavage between a healthy and a 
decadent life of any kind. Sorg speaks not only to 
Benedictines but to any person who would live a 
life of integrity in a disintegrating culture.” 


New from Source Books -- June 2003 


$12.95 papercover 


0-940147-55-6 


141pp 
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Please add $3 S&H when your order: 
108 Hillcrest Drive, Maloy, IA 50836 
641-785-2321 
voice mail: 515-255-8114 
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From the bosom a 
devastated earth a voice 
up with our own. Its 
"Disarm, disarm! The Sw 
murder is not the balan 
justice.” Blood does not 
out dishonor nor vide 
indicate possession. 

As men have often for 
the plow and the anvilz 


Did you know that Mother’s 
Day was suggested as a day 
of peace in the United States 
by Julia Ward Howe who 
protested the carnage of war 
in her bold proclamation of 
1870? Decades later in 1907, 
the first Mother's Day 
observance was held ai a 
church service honoring the 
memory of 
Anna Reese 
Jarvis in 
Grafton, West 
Virginia. Jarvis, 
an Appalachian 
homemaker, 
organized 
women during 
the Civil War to 
work for better 
sanitary 
conditions and 
to reconcile 
Union and 


Confederate Julia War 
neighbors. 
Mother’s Day 


Proclamation - 1870 

Arise all women who have 
hearts, whether your baptism 
be that of water or of tears! 
Say firmly: “We will not have 
great questions decided by 
irrelevant agencies, our 
husbands shall not come to 
us, reeking with carnage, for 
caresses and applause. Our 
sons shall not betaken from 
us to untearn all that we have 
been able to teach them of 
charity, mercy and patience. 
We women of one country 
will be too tender of those of 
another country to allow our 
sons to be trained to injure 
theirs.” 


Peace 


by Mary Oliver 


Wage peace with your breath. 
Breathe in firemen and rubble, 
breathe out whole buildings 


and flocks of red wing blackbirds. 

Breathe in terrorists and breathe out sleeping 
children and freshly mown fields. 
Breathe in confusion and breathe out maple te 
Breathe in the fallen and breathe out lifelong 


friendships intact. 


Wage peace with your listening: hearing sirens = 


pray loud. 


Remember your tools: flower seeds, clothes pit 


clean rivers. 
Make soup. 


Play music, learn the word for thank you in the 


languages. 
Learn to knit, and make a hat. 


Think of chaos as dancing raspberries, 
imagine grief as the outbreath of beauty 


or the gesture of fish. 
Swim for the other side. 
Wage peace. 


Have a cup of tea and rejoice. 


Act as if armistice has already arrived. 


Don’t wait another minute. 
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Dorothy Day 


Holy Thursday, truly a 
ixy,| was sitting at the 
able at St. Joseph’s 
on Chrystie Street 
kking around at all the 
workers and thinking 
Imeless it was for us 
y to keep up 
zances. The walls are 
sia warm yellow, the 
jhas been done by 
sus volunteers, and 
are large, brightly 
ei icon-like paintings 
fod and some colorful 
“fs with texts (now 
“out) and the great 
fxbrought in by some 
ymous friend with the 
sithat we hang it in the 
where the breadline 
(Some well-meaning 
tied to improve on the 
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internatio 
> great ; 
sts of peat 
ve, 1870 © 


oumers 


ping ething about it and 
ioe its former grim 
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ple trees, wked around and the 
ng wal appearance of the 
was, as usual, home- 
sirens, | informal, noisy, and 
jortably warm on a cold 
. ____ ing. And yet, looked at 
ES PINS] Wate eyes of a visitor, our 
% must look dingy 
ted filled as it always is 
nN three men and women, some 


firen too, all of whom 
etheunmistakable mark 
inisery and destitution. 
mt we deceiving 
selves, | am sure many 
ipem think, in the work we 
sdoing? What are we 


ay, or for the world or 
hecommon good? “Are 
se people being 
Mabilitated?” is the 
sion we get almost daily 


Richard Cleaver 


he Myster 


mmplishing for them 


of 


take place during the Divine 
Liturgy in Herrick Chapel at 
Grinnell College. All are 
welcome, and, in keeping with 
OCCA tradition, all ordained 
people in attendance are 
invited to participate in the 
laying on of hands during the 
ceremony. There will be a 
party at Richard’s afterwards. 


from visitors or from 
readers (who seem to be 
great letter writers). One 
priest had his catechism 
classes write us questions as 
to our work after they had the 
assignment in religion class to 
read my book The Long 


Loneliness. The majority of 


them asked the same 
question: “How can you see 
Christ in people?” And we 
only say: It is an act of faith, 
constantly repeated. It is an 
act of love, resulting from an 
act of faith. It is an act of hope, 
that we can awaken these 
same acts in their hearts, too, 
with the help of God, and the 
Works of Mercy, which you, 
our readers, help us to do, day 
in and day out over the years. 

On Easter Day, on 
awakening late after the long 
midnight services in our 
parish church, | read over the 
last chapter of the four 
Gospels and felt that | 
received great light and 
understanding with. the 
reading of them. “Fhey have 
taken the Lord out of His tomb 
and we do not know where 
they have laid Him,” Mary 
Magdalene said, and we can 


say this with her in times of 


Richard, who was ordained 
deacon in Angola, Indiana, 
last March, lived at the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, 
and founded the short-lived 
St. Birgitta’s CW Farm near 
Lacona, lowa. During his time 
at the DMCW he was editor 
of the via pacis. He now lives 
in Grinnell, where he grew up, 
and works as a writer for 
Grinnell College. He will begin 
holding services at his house 
(under the patronage of Saint 
Ephrem and Saint Macrina) 
this summer; contact him for 
the schedule or visit the 
website at http:// 
www.midiowa.com/ssephmac/ 
SSEphMaci.html. 


The OCCA is an Orthodox 
Christian jurisdiction originally 
organized in Wisconsin in 
1892 as an English-speaking 
alternative to ethnic Orthodox 
churches. Its first communities 
were Belgian immigrants who 
had no French-speaking 
clergy and did not accept the 
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doubt afid questioning. How 
do we know we believe? How 
do we know we indeed have 
faith? Because we have seen 
His hands and His feet in the 
poor around us. He has 
shown Himself to us in them. 
We start by loving them for 
Him, and we soon love them 
for themselves, each one a 
unique person, most special! 

In that last glorious chapter 
of St. Luke, Jesus told His 
followers, “Why are you so 
perturbed? Why do questions 
arise in your minds? Look at 
My hands and My feet. It is | 
Myself. Touch Me and see. No 
ghost has flesh and bones as 
you can see | have.” They 
were still unconvinced, for it 
seemed too good to be true. 
“So He asked them, ‘Have you 
anything to eat?’ They offered 
Him a piece of fish they had 
cooked which He took and ate 
before their eyes.” 

How can | help but think of 
these things every time | sit 
down at Chrystie Street or 
Peter Maurin Farm and look 
around at the tables filled with 
the unutterably poor who are 
going through their long- 
continuing crucifixion. It is 
most surely an exercise of 
faith for us to see Christ in 
each other. But it is through 
such exercise that we grow 
and the joy of our vocation 
assures us we are on the right 
path. 

Most certainly, it is easier to 
believe now that the sun 
warms us, and we know that 
buds will appear on the 
sycamore trees in the 
wasteland across from the 
Catholic Worker office, that 
life will spring out of the dull 
clods of that littered park 
across the way. There are 
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Richard Cleaver to be ordained 


dogma of papal infallibility as 
defined at the First Vatican 
Council in 1870. The first 
Archbishop, Rene Vilatte, was 
consecrated in Colombo by 
three bishops of the Syrian 
Orthodox Malankara Church 
of India. (Our own Brian Terrell 
was baptized in one of the 
churches Archbishop Vilatte 
founded, near Green Bay; it is 
now a Roman Catholic 
parish.)There are both 
Western-rite and Eastern-rite 
congregations. Unlike the 
Roman Catholic Church or 
other Orthodox jurisdictions, 
the OCCA ordains women and 
celebrates the union of same- 
sex couples. Its clergy are 
unpaid and most parishes own 
no church buildings of their 
own, instead worshiping in 
homes or borrowed premises. 
_ Herrick Chapel, where the 
ordination will be celebrated, 
is located on the campus of 
Grinnell College, at Park 
Street and 7th Avenue in 
Grinnell, IA. For those coming 
via Interstate 80, take the 


the Poor 


wars and rumors of war, 
poverty and plague, hunger 
and pain. Still, the sap is rising, 
again there is the resurrection 
of spring, God’s continuing 
promise to us that He is with 
us always, with His comfort 
and joy, if we will only ask. 

The mystery of the poor is 
this: That they are Jesus, and 
what you do for them you do 
for Him. It is the only way we 
have of knowing and believing 
in our love. The mystery of 
poverty is that by sharing in it, 
making ourselves poor in 
giving to others, we increase 
our knowledge of and belief in 
love. 

Dorothy Day, “The Mystery of 
the Poor,” from Dorothy Day: 
Selected Writings, edited by 
Robert Ellsberg, published by 
Orbis Books, 1983. 


Cafe * Don Justo 


Fair Trade 

Coffee from Finca de Santa Emilia meets and exceeds 
internationally recognized fair trade standards; standards that 
balance inequities found in the conventional coffee trade. Fair 
Trade standards more than triple the income of Salvadoran 
farmers who grow, harvest, and process this exceptional coffee. 
This additional income provides access to a host of social 
services such as education, medical care, public transportation, 
and recreation facilities. Santa Emilia farmers are also 
guaranteed adequate housing and access to clean water. 

Want to help? 

Anumber of people are helping facilitate this project by serving 
as contact people for their churches, community groups, 
businesses and friends. This is a simple yet vital role that 
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Grinnell exit into the middle of 
town; go one block beyond the 
large intersection with US 6/ 
Sixth Avenue (look for three 
gas stations and a Subway) 
and turn right dt the next 
corner. (You will only be able 
to turn right.) You will see 
Herrick Chapel at the end of 
7th, directly ahead of you. On- 
street parking is available but 
limited; carpooling is strongly 
encouraged. 

If you are planning to come, 
it would be helpful to know in 
advance for cooking 
purposes. It would also be 
useful to know beforehand 
how many guest clergy plan to 
participate (vested if that suits 
your tradition). You can 
contact Richard at 
[jikatabi@junglemate.com] 
with questions, or to get 
directions from other routes. 


When I despair, I 
remember that all 
through history, the 
way of truth and love 
has always won. There 
have been murderers 
and tyrants, and fora 


time they can seem 
invincible. But in the 
end they always fall. 
Think of it, always. 
Mohandas K: Gandhi, 
My Life 


Looking at Stars 


The Goa of curved 
space, the ary cod 
is wot golng to help 
us, but the son 
whose blood spattered 
the hem of his 
mother’s robe 
“ane Kenyouw 


Support 
Our Sister 
Parish 
Coffee 


makes this project possible and encourages solidarity between 
the people of Central lowa and Central America. Contact 


Meredith Bruns at oursisterparishcoffee@yahoo.com and we 


will be happy to get you more information and answer any 


" questions you may: have. 
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Ardeth Platte, Carol Gilbert, Jackie Hudson 


These Nuns Need Our Help 


Many persons have been asking, “What can | do for Jackie Hudson, OP 
(facing 6-7 years), Carol Gilbert OP and Ardeth Platte OP (both facing 6 1/2 to 
8 years)? It is suggested that letters of support be mailed to their probation 
department. These could take the form of your awareness of the Sisters 
personally or their character as an individual, or the letter could combine all 
three persons. Letters are due before June 1. Please write the letters to Judge 
Rokert Blackburn but mail them to Susan Heckman at : 

Susan M. Heckman 
Senior US Probation Officer 


Photo/Bill Sulzman 


1961 Stout St.. Suite 525 
Denver, CO 80294-0101 


Fax (303) 844 5439 


Background Information: 


Not long after sunrise on 
October 6, 2002, three people 
sliced through a security 
chain to invade what the U.S. 
Defense Department calls 
“November 8” - N8-- an 
unmanned Minuteman missile 
site in northeastern Weld 
County, Colorado. 

Catholic nuns of the 
Dominican order Ardeth 
Platte, Carol Gilbert and 
Jackie Hudson were arrested 
at gunpoint after they used 
bolt cutters to enter the site. 
Once inside, they cut a chain- 
link fence, hammered ata silo 
and railroad tracks with a 
small hammer and painted six 
crosses on the tracks and silo 
with their own blood which 
they carried in baby bottles. 
The plan was a symbolic 
disarmament, they said. 

The nuns would still have 
had to break through 120 tons 
of concrete to touch the actual 
missile. Nevertheless, they 
were indicted October 21 on 
federal charges of injury, 
interference and obstruction 
of the national defense, plus 
damaging government 
property. 


Mini-Van Needed 


Platte said they acted out of 
the same sense of obligation 
which would have justified any 
illegal acts by citizens in 
prewar Nazi Germany against 
Adolph Hitler and those he 
commanded. : 

“We’re talking about a 
threatening of life, that is a 
genocide, that is = an 
‘omnicide,” Platte said. “These 
nuclear weapons, it’s a gun at 
the heads of God’s people 
throughout the world. You 
cannot wait until the nuclear 
weapons are used. You must 
stop the crime beforehand.” 

The sisters called their Weld 
County mission “Sacred Earth 
and Space Plowshares II.” All 
three were also arrested for 
taking part in the first Sacred 
Earth and Space Plowshares 
in Colorado two years ago. 

“! would have to say that we 
never know, when we attempt 
to speak truth and hold our 
government accountable to its 
laws and do what our God calls 
us to, what the consequences 
of those actions will be,” Gilbert 
said.The women say God led 
them to the Weld County 
missile silo. For nine months 


Our community is in need of 
a mini-van. Ours is in the shop 
more than it’s out! We don’t 
care what it looks like as long 
as it runs well! If you have one 
<--- you'd like to donate, please 
give us a Call at 515-243-0765. 
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One of the largest statewide anti-lraq war protests took place/ 
Moines on April 5, 2003. Over four hundred people attended a tw 
protest rally that featured music and speakers. The protest was 0! 
by Drake Mobilization for Peace and Justice which is a Drake Unit 
student anti-war organization. At least half of the crowd were of 
students from several lowa colleges. The protest ended with Fr. 
Cordaro inviting the crowd to join in a group “die-in.” The visual affé 
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four hundred person die-in helped dramatize and reveal where thei q ae 
any war lies, for that truth always lies with its victims. Hed pristin 
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before their arrest — as war 
with Iraq seemed more and 
more likely — the women 
gathered for prayer and 
discussion. 

The Nuremberg trials after 
World War II established that 
citizens are obligated to 
violate domestic laws to 
prevent their country from 
committing crimes against 
humanity. 

“It's like the Spirit led us to 
Colorado and there it was. It 
was something we had to do,” 
Platte said. 
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Fran Fuller, Jerry Ebner and Ed Bloomer 


Shame on 
the Archdiocescé 


The annual protest of Omaha Catholic Charities hold te 
fundraiser at the SAC Museum was held again thsi. a 
Omaha. The following message was delivered i 
attending: “Shame on the Archdiocese! You can't rai 
for the poor and feast at the SAC museum without iim 
the bloody Cold War it represents, its weapons) 
destruction and its evil intent to use them. You also 
poor we try to serve.” 

“The arms race is one of the greatest curses on th 
race and the harm it inflicts on the poor is more thar z 
endured.” Gaudium et Spes, (81&3) Vatican II 


Authoriti 
await 


LD 


May 2008 


Join 


Bu gu 


ie 


nm Terrell 


Catholic Worker 
to Omaha August 
witness against 
at Offutt Air Force 
RATCOM, the U.S. 
Nuclear Command, 
fom which acts of 
janned and carried 


west 6, 1945, one of 
Beas single acts of 
jin history was 
fed against the 
population of 
sa, Japan, killing 
ie 100,000 victims. 
mdemned as “a 
nfuntold magnitude” 
Paul VI, this crime 
Bed three days later, 
st 9, against the 


ie population = of 
hoto by Ed Canal’ murdering 
“more. These two 
en P] Sywere chosen 


rybecause they had 
\significance and so 


took place inB 
P ered none of the 


tended a two-he 

est was organi one to most other, 
a Drake Univer2"2e¢, Japanese 
owd were colle These first atomic 


led with Fr, Feg’@"e dropped as 
e visual affectap’”S aS much as 
where the t af, and planners 


istine targets by 
measure the bombs’ 
Wve power. They 
rem in the peaceful 
sed cities of 
‘gand Nagasaki. 

moe than half century 
Nsunpunished crime 
epented sin have 
E Since Hiroshima, 
Fsbecome more a 
of massacres of 
E civilian populations 
fuggles between 
kamies. The terrorist 
i Hiroshima has 
he policy of the U.S. 
sbeen adopted by its 
Bina horrific attack on 
ak City on September 
I. 


oomer 


2 
ese} 


rities hol 
again this 
livered te 
can’t rai e| 
| without 5 
eapons 6 
‘ou also 


es on the} 
nore than 


VI er rs 


Hy # a ys mm ° 
aN ae ana 
S 4; oe 


liuthorities had line-crossers sit on the ground 
awaiting transport to Polk County Jail. 
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3 Vigil 


Rejecting Mr. Bush’s and Mr. 
Rumsfeld’s doctrine of 
enduring terror, our 
communities will vigil at 
Offutt’s Kinney Gate each day 
from 8 am to 5 pm on August 
6, 7 and 8, finishing at 11 am 
on August 9. We will stand at 
the gate in witness, some in 
Prayer and fasting, with 
banners calling for a better 
future. Some may choose to 
actin civil resistance (or divine 
obedience) and risk arrest and 
jail by “trespassing,” or 
violating the delusion that 
passes for security around the 
nuclear planners. Evenings 
will be spent in discussion, 
refreshment, rest, reflection, 
education and celebration. 

Please join us for a few 
hours or for the duration of the 
vigit. Contact Fr. Frank 
Cordaro at 515-243-0765 or 
cordaro@mchsi.com for 


details. 


“Mini-Nukes” 
Conference 


During the week of August 
4th, Offutt AFB will be hosting 
ameeting“... to discuss what 
new nuclear weapons to build, 
how they might be tested, how 
these weapons might be 
mated to new delivery 
systems, and even how the 
process for granting authority 
to build small quantities of new 
nuclear weapons might be 
changed.” The irony in this 
meeting is that STRATCOM is 
“.. charged with deterring 
and defending against the 
proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction” as part of 
their mission statement. Not 
only is this meeting in direct 
contradiction with the interests 
of all humanity, it is also in 
violation of many treaties. 
Contact Joshua Cramer at 
josh@bugeaters.net with any 
questions . 

Visit www. bugeaters.net for 
additional information and to 
download flyers. 
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Fifteen Fine-Crossors Go 


by Jeanne Firth, 
Cornell College student 


On March 22, 2003, three 
Cornell College students 
participated in an act of civil 
disobedience against the war 
on Iraq at the STARC Armory, 
Camp Dodge, lowa, which is the 
headquarters of the lowa 
National Guard. A total of 
sixteen people “crossed the 
line” and were arrested for 
criminal trespassing. Included 
were a priest, a minister, 
Vietnam veterans, teachers, 
experienced civil rights 
activists, grandmothers and 
college students. They brought 
with them a message of 
resistance to the government's 
war against Iraq and asked for 
men and women in the military 
who think the war is unjustified 
to become conscientious 
objectors and refuse to fight. 

Why civil disobedience? 

“You may well ask: ‘Why direct 
action? Why sit-ins, marches 
and so forth? Isn't negotiation 
a better path?’ You are quite 
right in calling, for negotiation. 
Indeed, this is the very purpose 
of direct action. Nonviolent 
direct action seeks to create 
such a crisis and foster such a 
tension that a community which 
has constantly refused to 
negotiate is forced to confront 
the issue. It seeks so to 
dramatize the issue that it can 
no longer be ignored. My citing 
the creation of tension as part 
of the work of the nonviolent- 
resister may sounc rather 
shocking. But | must confess 
that | am not afraid of the word 
‘tension.’ | have earnestly 
opposed violent tension, but 
there is a type of constructive, 
nonviolent tension which is 
necessary for growth. Just as 
Socrates felt that it was 
necessary to create a tension 
in the mind so that individuals 
could rise from the bondage of 
myths and half-truths to the 
unfettered realm of creative 
analysis and objective 


appraisal, we must see the 
need for nonviolent gadflies to 
create the kind of tension in 
society that will help men rise 
from the dark depths of 
prejudice and racism to the 
of 


majestic heights 
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Line Crossers above left 
to right are: Carolyn 
Uhlenhake Walker, 
Michael Schorsch, Jane 
Magers, Elton Davis, 
Rev. Gil Dawes, Sonya 
Thompson, Jeanne 
Firth, Steve Wieland, 
Marian Solomon, Fran 
Fuiler, Bill Basinger, Fr. 
Frank Cordaro. 

Not visible: Jim 
Johnson, Brian Terrell, 
Violet Blosser, and 

Carla Dawson. 


understanding and 
brotherhood. The purpose of 
our direct-action program is 
to create a situation so crisis- 
packed that it will inevitably 
open the door to negotiation. 
| therefore concur with you 
in your call for negotiation. 
Too long has our beloved 
Southland been bogged 
down in a tragic effort to live 
in monologue rather than 
dialogue.” ~ Martin Luther 
King, Jr., from Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail 

And this is why we openly 
defied the government by 
trespassing on governmental 
land. We believe that the 
government has made and is 
making grievous errors in its 
policies towards Iraq. As 
citizens, we believe that 
what Thoreau said is true: 
first and foremost, we have 
to stay true to our own 
conscience, our own 
morality. The government 
itself may be corrupted, but 
it is the people’s duty to 
follow their conscience and 
resist that corruption. When 
Emerson came to ‘visit 
Thoreau in jail for civil 
disobedience, Emerson 
asked Thoreau, “What are 
you doing in there?” Thoreau 
answered, “No, more 
importanty, what are you 
doing out THERE?”: 

My dad said it well: “We are 
not against troops: we are 
against policies.” | happen to 
think that the peace activists 
are the most supportive of 
the troops of anyone: they 
want them to come home and 
not kill and be killed unjustly. 


To Trial This Summer 
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Des Moines Register March 
23, 2003, article covering the 
March 22 Demo at Guard 
Headquarters: 

At the rally at Camp Dodge, 
Buck Firth showed pride in his 
offspring. He drove from 
Kansas City to support his 18- 
year-old daughter, Jeanne, 
who was arrested along with 
15 other protesters. Jeanne 
Firth is a freshman at Cornell 
College. 

"This is her first act of [civil] 
disobedience,” her smiling 
father said. “She’s a pretty 
courageous young woman. 

Buck Firth, 50, said war 
Opponents oppose policies, 
not soldiers. 

Sixteen of the 50 protesters 
crossed the street, walking 
hand-in-hand onto National 
Guard property. The Rev. 
Frank Cordaro, a veteran 
peace activist, led the group 
in saying an Our Father as 
sheriff's deputies ordered 
them to sit in the grass until 
they could be taken to jail. 
Cordaro had told church 
officials he would try not to be 
arrested again. 

The Rev. Joseph Charron, 
bishop of the Des Moines 
Catholic Diocese, said he was 
aware of the possibility that 
Cordaro might get arrested 
again. 

“He had talked to me ahead 
of time, so this is not a surprise 
to me,” Charron said. “He was 
struggling with his conscience 
about protesting the war and 
keeping his promise. He 
promised, basically, that he 
would not go back to jail for 
the next two years.” 

Charron said he will evaluate 
the legal consequences of 
Cordaro’s arrest before 
deciding how to handle the 
matter within the church. 

The protesters were charged 
with trespassing and were to 
be released. 


ee 


Being <a. pacifist 
between wars is like 
being a vegetarian 
between meals. 

~Ammon Hennessey 
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Address Service Requested 


DMCW NEEDS 


Prayers! Without them, none of the rest matters. (REALLY!) 


Van! Our mini-van gets a lot of use and is in the shop more than it’s out. If you 
have a mini-van in good condition to donate, it would be greatly appreaciated. 


Money! — Maintaining our three old houses is a constant challenge and since we're 
not a non-profit organization, we don’t get a break on property taxes. Cash donations 
large and small are always welcome and needed. 


Renovation Needs! If you have not visited us in the last couple of years, you will be surprised at all the work 
that’s been done on our houses. Still, there is a lot more that needs to be done. Ligutti House needs exterior painting, 
windows and basement waterproofing. Lazarus House needs a new roof and basement renovation. Dingman House 
needs chimney repair and an updated kitchen. All three houses need fire escapes and have electrical and plumbing 
needs. So good carpenters, plumbers and electricians are always needed. We need folks who can take on a specific 
project whether they do it themselves or pay to have it done. 


Food and Stuff! We can always use canned and dry goods as well as toiletties. Especially needed are coffee, 
100% fruit juice, breakfast cereal, canned fruit, vegetables, beans, soup and stews, disposable razors and shaving cream, 
shampoo, hand soap, deodorant, toilet paper, tissue, paper towels, maxi-pads and tampons. 


Finally, we are always looking for individuals or work crews to help with mainte: at general cleaning. There 
is a lot of yard and garden work to be done. People are always welcome to come and ij) uy out with the hospitality. 


Just give allioesinap ip, Thanks for your continued support. 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker, 1310 - 7th St., Des Moines, [A 515-243-0765 
Please send contributions to: PO Box 4551, Des Moines, [A 50306 


